
Church wide conference 
and  

vote on renovation plans 
Sunday, March 30th 

11:45 am                                       
(in the Sanctuary) 

 
For more information on 

the proposals visit:  
www.1stchurch.org 

Issue 10 
March 24, 2014 Transitions 

 

Life is a series of transitions. We transition through various level of school;  
kindergarten to first grade, sixth grade to seventh, ninth grade to high school, 
high school to college and beyond. Sometimes we transition in and out of jobs or 
positions within a particular profession.  

 

We also have transitions in our relationships, especially if one is lucky enough to 
be in long-term relationships. They change over time. They grow deeper in 
commitment and love. The irony of long-term relationships is that sometimes 
couples co-exist until the children are out of the nest and then they crumble. 
Fortunately, I have seen more of the former than the latter. 

 

Churches go through transitions, as well. Brenda and I have been a part of the 
ministry of First Church for the last eleven years. There have been many 
transitions. Our staff has changed and the congregation has changed. Some of 
the change has been for the better and some of the change has been difficult but 
necessary. 

 

Now, First Church is faced with another transition in its staff. Brenda and I are 
moving forward into another chapter of our call to ministry. In case you have not 
heard, Brenda will be the superintendent of the Chattanooga District and I will be 
retiring from full time ministry. However, I will be working with Recovery at 
Cokesbury on a part-time basis. We will have our primary residence at our home 
in Fountain City. We will also have an apartment in Chattanooga.  

 

As far as First Church is concerned, a new senior pastor and associate pastor will 
be appointed. Church and pastors will be journeying together, continuing to move 
forward into God's future. Brenda and I, along with the Staff/Parish Relations 
Committee, will do everything within our ability to make the transition as smooth 
as possible. Worship, pastoral care, and programming will continue to receive our 
full attention until the transition is complete.  

 

In the meantime, what Brenda and I desire most is good grief and good 
anticipation as we, the staff and congregation, continue to do God's work in this 
place. 

 

Here's the thing: God redeems all of it. That reality is the source of our hope in all 
things - including the transitions in our lives. To that end, I say, "Praise God." 
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Sunday, March 30, 2014 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus   
                 Rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall 
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
11:45 AM  Charge Conf. (Renovation Plans), Sanctuary 
  2:30 PM  Confirmation Class, 151 
  3:30 PM  Youth Praise Band 
  4:30 PM  Youth Handbells, 252, 254 
  5:10 PM  Celebration Singers, 249 
  5:15 PM  Evensong Handbells, 252 
  6:00 PM  The Daniel Plan, 243 
  6:00 PM  Youth, 152  
  6:30 PM  12 Steps for Christians, 213  
Monday, March 31, 2014 
  1:00 AM   AARP Driving Class, 214 
  3:30PM   Joy Singers, (4th—6th) 
  3:30 PM  Merrymakers, (2nd & 3rd) 
  3:30 PM  Primary Praise, (K & 1st) 
  7:00 PM  Church Council, 254 
  7:30 PM  Troop  Meeting, Asbury Hall 
Tuesday, April 1, 2014 
  1:00 AM  AARP Driving Class, 214 
 10:00 AM  Study of the Psalms  215 
 11:00 AM  Lunch for 60 plus, 215 
   6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall  
   7:00 PM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
   7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Wednesday, April 2, 2014 
  3:45 PM  Girls Bible Study, Vienna Coffee 
 Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall 
       5:30 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
       6:30 PM  Worship Service 
       7:45 PM  Sharing Groups (assigned room) 
  7:00 PM  Ladies Bible Study, Panera Bread     
  7:00 PM  Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell            
  7:00 PM  Young Adult Trivia Night, Smoky Mtn. Brewery 
  7:00 PM  Chancel Choir, 249 
Thursday, April 3, 2014 
  6:00 AM  Men’s Bible study, 214 
  9:45 AM  Circle 1, 254 
10:15 AM  Asagao, 252 
  5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
  6:00 PM  Couch to 5K, Narthex 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Friday, April 4, 2014 
  9:00 AM  Craft Group, Wesley Hall 
Saturday, April 5, 2014 
 8:00 AM  Couch to 5K, Narthex 
 9:00 AM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
 9:00 AM  Financial Peace University, 243 

Prepare for Worship 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Psalm 23                             
(UMH 754 or 137 
Ephesians 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41 
 
Kids Own Worship! 
Preschool 
Stephanie Cousins 
Elementary 
Jenny & Greg Gideon 
 
Staff on call:  
Please contact  
Brenda (414-8493) 
or Larry (414-8494) 
Parsonage (233-2712) 
 
 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Morning Glory 
LeRoy Rud 
Ray Pack 
Ed & Ginger Waters 
 

 10:30 Sanctuary 
Betty & Harold Bowman 
Rob & Fran Goddard 
 

 10:30 The Crossing  
Allen & Alisa  
Mason Rathbone 
 
Kim & Brian Anderson 
 
Acolytes: 
Eizabeth Giffin  
Anna Henneke 

Sunday commitments for March 30, 2014 HAPPENING AT  
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Youth and leaders enjoying some BBQ in 
Memphis on the Spring Break Trip to the 
Heifer Ranch in Arkansas. 

A group from 1st UMC enjoying items 
from the Dollywood Bakery on Season 
Pass Holder Preview Day. 



 
Contact: Asa Majors at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com or 982-1273 

Jeremiah study 
We have been living in the book of Jeremiah for a 
month and have learned much about Judah’s sin 
against God.  It seems that all should have been lost 
due to their idolatry, injustice and lawlessness.  We will 
move into the realizations of God’s grace and how God 
changes Jermiah and the people.  Join us in room 118 
for Sunday school to join the journey. 
 

Games and great food 
April 4th, all post college young adults are invited to a 
pot-luck and game night at Lindsey Wilson’s house.  We 
will have dinner and an evening of games together 
starting at 7:30 pm.  Lindsey lives at 3017 Best Road in 
Maryville.  If you would like to carpool, meet in the 
church parking lot across from the track at 7:00 pm.  
Please bring a snack, dish, or dessert to share. 
 
 
 

Trivia dates for April 
Wednesday April 2nd 

Tuesday April 15th 
7 pm—Smoky Mountain Brewery 
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Counting on YOU! 

In the last edition of The Church Bell you 
were asked to look for shamrocks.  In all 
there were 22 hidden in the pages.  A few 
people pointed out that technically some of 
them were clovers, so we just included everyone who 
entered in the drawing for the “prize pack.”  The winner 
was Carol Van Hooser.   VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR ALL EVENTS! 

 
Community Breakfast 
8:30 a.m. - Asbury Hall 

 
Food City Food Drive 

8:30 am -  6:30 pm 
 

Food Bucket Preparation 
10:00 am - Wesley Hall 

(ITEMS NEEDED LISTED BELOW)(ITEMS NEEDED LISTED BELOW)  
 

UMW “goodie bag” assembly 
9:00 am - Room 215  

 
SIGN UP to volunteer at: 

www.1stchurch.orgwww.1stchurch.org  
or call 982-1273 

 
 

March 30th @ 9:15 
Linda Tozer from Society of  St. Andrew will be in 
Wesley Hall talking about  the organization and how it 
works to fight hunger. 

This Saturday,  
MARCH 29TH 

1 bag sugar (4-5 lbs.) 
1 bag corn meal (4-5 lbs.) 

1 bag self-rising flour (4-5 lbs.) 
1 bag rice (2 lbs.) 

1 bag dried beans (2 lbs.) 
1 powdered milk (10 oz. or less) 

1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less) 
1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less) 

1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less) 
 

$5 for packing and shipping 
(drop off items outside of church office) 

Food Bucket List:Food Bucket List:  



Improve your driving skills 
The smart driver course from AARP is coming up 
next Monday and Tuesday. Come learn proven 
safety strategies to help keep you safer on the road.  
Your course completion might even qualify you for 
insurance discounts  Cost is $15 for AARP members 
and $20 for non-members. 
 

Smart Driver Course 
March 31st & April 1st 

1:00 pm—5:00 pm 
 

Call Diane Lewis at 982-1887 or e-mail her at 
dilewis1733@yahoo.com to register. 

Adult Ministries  
Sign up for events by calling 982-1273 or visit “Event Registration” at  www.1stchurch.org      
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We want to say THANK YOU to everyone writing 
Daily Devotions for the Lenten season.  The response 
has been inspiring as well as the devotions 
themselves.  If you haven’t been reading these 
devotions check them out online at 
1stmaryville.blogspot.com or sign up to have them     
e-mailed to you each day.   
 
Sign up on the church website  www.1stchurch.org 
and look for the Lent/Easter 2014 tab on the first 
page.  You will also find information there about our 
Lenten photo-a-day project as well as more on the 
events happening from now until Easter. 

Lent 2014                                               

The Diary of Anne Frank 
@Cumberland Co. Playhouse 

April 29th @ 10:00 am 
 

Cost is $40 and includes tickets, transportation 
and lunch. 

 
Please register by April 22nd! 

A family affair 
Since the age of four, the members of 
the Annie Moses Band have been 
playing musical instruments.  
Eventually each went on to study at 
Vanderbilt’s Blair school of music and 
Julliard.  This talented family hails from 
Brentwood, TN and has been featured 
on PBS several times.  Christian 
themes run heavily through their 
classically inspired “high energy” 
performances.                                                    

The band gets its name from great 
grandmother Annie Moses, who has 
inspired several generations of 
musicians.  Check out their talents on 
their YouTube channel then go see 
them LIVE IN Knoxville next month! 
 

Salem Baptist Church—Knoxville 
April 12th at 7:00 pm 

Church bus leaves at 5:15 pm 

New Bible Study 
Do you have questions about when 
and how the Bible was written, who 
decided which books made it in and 
why or how literally you need to read 
it?  
Starting April 8th join the 
conversation as Adam Hamilton 
helps YOU in Making Sense of the 
Bible.   
 

Books are available to borrow or you can purchase 
them for $16.49. A Kindle version is also available. 
 
Please contact Ginny West Case if you are 
interested in starting an evening or weekend class 
using this book and DVD series. 
 

Making Sense of the Bible 
Tuesdays beginning April 8th 

10:00 am and 6:30 pm in Room 215 

Items still needed! 
Saturday, March 29th, the United 
Methodist Women will be sewing up 
bags and filling them with goodies 
for 1st UMC shut-ins as well as 
seniors at Wesley House.  Please 
consider donating personal care 

and cleaning items from now through Saturday.  
The collection box is outside the church office.  
 
The donations will also be used as BINGO 
prizes during a luncheon for Wesley House’s 
senior ladies held during the UMW General 
Meeting.  

Circle 1 Meeting 
Thursday, April 3rd 

9:45 am 
Home of Betty Smith 

UMW General Meeting 

Friday, April 25th at 11:30 

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/lenteaster-2014
http://www.youtube.com/anniemosesband
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3-5HkX2nj-LzT63tpkKhw


Sunday, March 30th 
(This Sunday) 
Preschool – 4th Grade  
Lesson– Praying in the Garden 
Bible Verses—  Luke 22:39-46 
Tweens 
Prayer 
(Jesus prays in the garden) 

 
Sunday, March 23rd 
(Last Sunday) 
Preschool – 4th Grade  
The Lord’s Supper 
Bible Verses– Luke 22: 7-23, 33-34 
Tweens 
Communion (The Lord’s Supper) 

For more information on any of these events, please call Denise 
at 268-2921 or e-mail her at djohns@fumc-maryville.org . 
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www.growproclaimserve.com Confirmation retreat 

The boys and girls below journeyed to Lake 
Junaluska on March 14th for a weekend retreat along 
with Larry, Asa, and Susy Carroll.  It was a fun 
weekend of worship, learning and team building.  
Once again the message was delivered by Rev. Andy 
Lambert of the Western Carolina Conference.   

The confirmands learned what it means to live the 
covenant vows of being a member of the United 
Methodist Church through their prayers, presence, 
gifts, service and witness.  Confirmation Sunday is 
April 13th. 

The spirit of giving 

The elementary Kids Own Worship is discussing living the 
life God calls us to by GIVING.  One of the projects the 
children are doing is collecting gently used, clean stuffed 
animals to be given to various local organizations.  As you 
begin Spring Cleaning please bring the stuffed animals to 
the church office or to Denise’s office downstairs.  The 
drive goes through Easter Sunday. 

Learn CPR 

The childcare staff of the church is a dedicated and 
hard working group of individuals. The members of 
our team will be attending CPR training on Sunday, 
April 6th. There are two openings for the training.  If 
you work with children or have young children and 
would like to be trained, please contact Denise Johns. 

CMAT 

A reminder that the next meeting is set for Sunday, 

April 6th at 9:15 am in room 114. 

Acolyte party 

Get together on April 27th and celebrate the 
dedication of those volunteering to serve as acolytes 
for the church.  Please plan on meeting at 12:45 at 
Ms. Denise’s office, have lunch and take part in an 
activity. Parent volunteers are needed for this event 
so please contact Denise if you would like to help. 

Mark your calendars 

All children (ages birth—6th grade), their siblings and 
parents are invited to a pizza and pictures picnic on 
Sunday, May 4th.  Summer Webb will be taking 
pictures of the children to be used as decorations for 
the children’s area.  More details in later editions.  

Easter Egg Hunt and Luncheon 

April 13th April 13th (following the 10:30 service)(following the 10:30 service)  

Cost is $5 per person/$20 per familyCost is $5 per person/$20 per family  

Register online at www.1stchurch.org 

or call 982-1273. 

Fond memories 

Do you remember how special Vacation Bible School was 
to you when you were a child?  I have fond memories of the 
caring teachers, wonderful tasting cookies and singing 
songs with my friends.  I need your help to give the children 
of this church and the community this same kind of 
experience.  If you would like to help, contact me at 268-
2921 

 

mailto:djohns@fumc-maryville.org
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration


804 Montvale Station Rd. 

Maryville, TN 37803 

865-982-1273 

www.1stchurch.org 

http://www.1stchurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc
http://www.twitter.com/1stmaryville
http://www.instagram.com/maryville1stumc
http://www.1stchurch.org

